
The shortest day is here at 
last. As we are being told, win-
ter has been dry this year, 
lakes are low, so make sure 
you turn off the lights & espe-
cially those plasma screens. 

Our very best 
wishes to our kiwi 
sports people head-
ing off to Beijing.  
 
Been watching 
rugby? ANZ 

Champs are definitely exciting 
viewing, I’m sorry but I have 
had enough of cricket, don’t 
care where they are playing!!! 
But life goes on, work still hap-
pens.�  
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Good fishing at Queens 
Birthday over Coromandel 
wa y . A fe w10 &12 lbd e r ’ s 
caught by our neighbours, 
Alas it was a work weekend 
for Pete trying out his car-
pentry skills , renewing our 
deck. We will endeavor to 
keep you up to date with 
fishing reports from Kevin 
(our towel delivery 
man) who is an 
avid fisherman. 
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Want something special?... We are Waterford Crystal  Suppliers 

A most recent project was the engraving of the NZ PRO AM Golf Tournament 
in Fiji. Twenty two pieces of Waterford Crystal vases engraved by Tony, our 
master engraver of 20 yrs experience.  

Beautiful crystal — expertly engraved — a stunning result 
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REMEMBER...in our last bulletin, Pete was featured holding the Ranfurly Shield . An informant 
(Mr Meyer’s granddaughter) tells us that the shield in its original form depicted a soccer ball & 
goal. Mr Meyer was responsible for soldering a rugby ball over the top & adding two uprights to 
the goal. This little truth only became apparent when the shield was stripped  for refurbishment. 

DID YOU KNOW...there were two shields commissioned to be made by the Countess of Ran-
furly. One destined for NZRFU competition & the other for Rugby Competition amongst the 
Armed Forces which resides at 3 Auc Nth Regiment, Auckland 
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A little bit of history… PART 2 

The original premises of Theo Meyer Ltd, Engravers & Diesinkers  was 
at 42 Greys Ave, Auckland City.(Pete remembers vividly the downstairs 
basement where he worked, starting in 1972, fresh out of school) Wonderful old 
building, 3 stories high (outside toilet & DC power). It was originally a boarding 
house. With Mr Meyer passing in 1967, his son Wally continued the business 
with  his wife Leola, who kept the office running smoothly (beautiful handwriting) 
In 1971 the building was taken over by the public works act for ‘Mayoral Drive” 
development 

The factory was relocated to 9 Nixon St, Grey Lynn-our present address. Wally 
decided to retire in  1980, hence the formation of Theo Meyer(1980 )Ltd – Peter 
& Janice Marshall prop.– since that day 

The boy in the photo (circa 1965) is Theodore’s great grandson, Derek 

Thanks to Diane & Ted (Theo’s grand 
children) for all the info 

There was much more info that brought 
back “hand “ blistering memories for Peter. 
Not much has changed in making badges, 
it is still a “hand” labour intensive 
profession except new technology and 
modern machinery make it so much 
easier..The age old art of “Handwork” 
involved in badgemaking & engraving that 
Theo, Wally and Peter grew up with is 
slowly disappearing. Wally taught Peter to 
hand engrave ,Peter is only one of a few 
who can still do this crafted artwork. 

Looking forward to the next 100 years! 
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1/ Bird’s eggs             2/ 206 

�

Trivia: Did you know ...Venus is the only planet 
that rotates clockwise! 

1775 - June 7th ,The United Colonies changes 

 its  name to United States. 
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- Thank you – the PVC wrist bands arrived 
safely and look good.  
  I am looking forward to seeing the students’ 
reactions. 
 
Regards, Karen Watkins 
Forrest View High School

-The badges arrived this morning and they look 
great.  

Thanks for the service. 

Kind regards, Norman 

Weka Pass Railways, Christchurch 
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